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32nd Sunday – B 2012 
Deacon Pat Hall 
 
1 Kings 17:10-16; Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:41-44 

 
Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/111112.cfm. 
 
We have here beautiful stories of sacrifice.   
 
A widow provides hospitality to Elijah from her very last bit of food.  Elijah offers 
her hope that God will provide. 
 
Echoing that providential care, in today’s psalm God promises justice, food, freedom, 
sight, love and protection. 
 
St. Paul speaks about Christ as our high priest who sacrifices not with other’s blood, 
but his own. … he has appeared… to take away sin by his sacrifice.  In love, he gave 
himself, his all. 
 
And then our widow in the temple gives from her poverty, all she had, her whole 
livelihood. 
 
It is no accident how these readings support each other in revealing that our God is 
a god who loves and for love’s sake, gives. 
 
That loving and giving nature of God yearns for us to share in that nature.  That is 
revealed in the very person of Jesus Christ, true man/true God.   
 
Walking about in 1st Century Palestine, Jesus condemns those who prey on the 
vulnerable, in this case by devouring the houses of widows.    
 
We are familiar with those who prey on the vulnerable.  We should never tire of 
loudly condemning the onslaught of abortion or of discarding the aged and infirm as 
no longer useful … as if our human value was determined by what we can do and not 
by who we are, the children of the one true God, created to love and be loved, here, 
now and for ever. 
 
And while we can praise the woman in the temple for her selfless generosity, we can 
also lament that the religious practices of the temple contributed to her oppression 
and destitution.  As an observant Jew, she may have felt the weight of the institution 
for her to give away what she needed for her own very sustenance.   
 
We have seen that repeated in the greater Christian Church in our own times.  We’ve 
seen some tele-evangelists, who may have not possessed the integrity of a Billy 
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Graham, ask from the homebound, by the tens of thousands, for their precious 
dollars from which were built great personal estates.  I even remember hearing 
about one preacher whose pet had an air-conditioned dog-house. 
 
Opulent living might not be our sin; we keep our priests one step above a 
subsistence level. 
 
Yet our own Catholic Church has not escaped from the charge of preying upon the 
vulnerable and innocent.  If you think I am talking about the clergy abuse scandal, 
only partly so, because 50% of the child abuse was committed by lay people who 
used the Church as their cover for abuse. 
 
There are times you will hear from this ambo about the financial needs of our 
parish.  We will ask you to share your time in outreach to our neighbors.  But what 
church would be justified in squeezing the last juice of your resources to the 
detriment of your own health and well-being?   
 
I remember working with someone who had fallen away from the Church.  His 
complaint was that the Church was bilking his mother who needed every penny she 
had.  Often times I’ve found complaints like his to just be a façade for other 
unspoken reasons.  I do not know the real truth of her situation, or even of his.   
 
Some decades later, however, I attended his funeral.  He had been given the blessing 
of some advance warning of his death.  He had returned to the Sacraments and 
experienced the consolation Jesus provides through his Church.  I saw his mother at 
the funeral and prayed for her consolation throughout the funeral rite. 
 
While the Church speaks about the obligation of every Catholic to contribute to the 
life of the Church, by virtue of your baptism, you are disciples with many 
responsibilities.  You are responsible for deciding how you contribute.  As you 
contribute, you enter into the life of Christ, through his Sacraments and your willing 
service. 
 
Buy let us not forget the Gospel example of Jesus condemning and pointing out the 
hypocrisy of those institutions who devour the vulnerable … in our own community, 
in our nation and wherever predators use the power of organizations to further 
their personal wants at the expense of other’s needs. 
 
May we be the hands of Jesus in serving the needy.   
May we be the heart of Jesus in sharing our love. 
May we be the voice of Jesus in protecting the vulnerable. 
 
 
 


